
Report from WEG Bulgaria platform in Plovdiv Bulgaria 

 

Bulgaria is a full member of the World Education Forum since June 2015. In Plovdiv an official collaboration 

agreement has been signed between the organization, represented by its president Ton Duif and the 

president of the World Education Forum Bulgaria – Maria Gaidarova. They both signed the document 

upon the opening of the First international conference, themed “How Leadership Secures Access and 

Quality of Education” where teachers, principals, education experts from different countries, 

representatives of higher education institutions and guest-lectors from abroad convened in order to 

exchange ideas and good practices regarding the forum’s theme.  

The first WEFBG Project „Innovative Schools“ was launched in Plovdiv, in October 2015 with the 

partnership of the Municipality of Plovdiv in 8 education institutions in Plovdiv. The project’s duration is 

five years. Gradually, other regions from the country will be included. Priority is given to the schools that 

are members of the WEFBG.  

The planned activities correspond to the major points in 

the newly approved law for pre-school and school 

education. The program consists of a series of methods for 

a new way of organization of the teaching and the school 

environment. The goal of the applied innovative practices 

is all the children to be active and to be involved in the 

learning process permanently, in order to increase their 

motivation and to develop their skills for analysis, 

presentation, positive communication, team work and 

preparation for their successful realization after 10-15 

years in one highly technical society.  

The Second WEFBG international conference"21-St Century Education System – Innovative Approach for 

Quality Education” in June 2016 was devoted to the necessity for changes and innovations in the 

educational sphere. The results from the first year of the project „Innovative Schools“ were presented. 

„Thank you for the example you give and the high lath you place“ – said in her speech the secretary for 

innovation policy of the President of Bulgaria Dr. Anna-Mari Vilamovska. Special key-note speakers were 

Drs. Lydia van Rietschote, Director of WEF, Dr Christopher Howard, President WEF UK, Howard Smith, 

PhD, Bank Street College, NY, USA– by distance,  Maria Gaidarova, President WEFBG, Stefan Stojanov, 

Deputy Mayor Plovdiv, Bulgaria, Prof. PhD Rositsa Penkova, Qualification Departmrent at University of 

Sofia “Kliment Ohridski”, Prof. PhD Galin Tsokov, Executive Dean of the Pedagogical department at 

University of Plovdiv “Paisiy Hilendarski”, Bulgaria, Evgenia Peeva, Executive Director “Together in Class” 

Foundation. 

The discussed topics were related to: 

• Personalization of learning 

• 21st century education system – challenges and necessary changes 

• Innovative approach for quality education  



• Professional Cooperation and Partnership 

• How to develop 21st century skills in the classroom 

• The latest developments on innovation in the education in The Netherlands 

• School improvement in a small country, an experience from Wales, UK. 

The conference was well attended and all the participants took part in different exchanged workshops   

and shared their good practices. The cultural 

program, organized entirely by the Municipality 

of Plovdiv, contributed uniquely to the event 

through the magic of the ancient Plovdiv – the 

European Capital of Culture for 2019. 

The organizers from the WEFBG handed in 

honors “Ambassadors of Good Will” to Dr. 

Vilamovska – secretary of the President of 

Bulgaria, Stefan Stoyanov – Deputy Mayor of 

Plovdiv Municipality, Brian Clarke - UK. „The 

World Education Forum Bulgaria is a part of the 

global family of education leaders around the 

world. Our united efforts can be important for the initiation and support of national policies for quality 

education.” said Maria Gaidarova. WEFBG has more and more new members in all regions in Bulgaria, 

and they are creative and open for exchange of good practices with different partners all over the world 

who support the aims and mission of the organization. 
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